editorial. 


ELECTRICAL RESUSCITATION. 

The late Dr. Griswold, just prior to his death, made some 
very exhaustive and valuable experiments upon dogs, with 
the view to find out just what action galvanism had upon 
the heart and lungs, and whether or not it was depressant 
in character applied directly or indirectly through nerves 
in region of the neck. His experiments and their practical 
results he published in the New York Medical Journal , 
April 4, 1885. 

The subject was briefly though thoroughly investigated, 
and all his experiments verified by us, and the practical 
resume was, that galvanism was a depressant, and danger¬ 
ously so when applied in cases of collapse or shock. In 
dogs, when either aconite or chloroform narcosis was pres¬ 
ent, and a moderate current used, one pole over the apex and 
the other over the course of the pneumogastric and phrenic 
in neck, the heart ceased beating instantly, and respiration 
ceased as well. In ourteachings in the past we have endeavor¬ 
ed to impress the fact that galvanism is dangerous,and ought 
never to be used in resuscitation of persons who have ceased 
breathing or have sustained heart-failure. The strong 
faradic current, however, as a counter-irritant and as a stim¬ 
ulant through reflex action, applied to nipple directly over 
the heart or by puncture to some nerve-trunk,was of decided 
benefit, We are glad to note that this is sustained, and 
especially Dr. Griswold’s experiments verified by Drs. H. 
A. Hare and Edward Martin, in the Warren Triennial Prize 
Paper, of the Massachusetts General Hospital, entitled 
“ The Value of the Electrical Methods employed for the 
Resuscitation of Persons who have ceased Breathing ” 
(University Medical Magazine, vol. ii., part 2), the resume of 
which is: 
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“The action (ofgalvanism), under these circumstances, 
on the heart was most striking, for it was found that the 
only place where the positive pole could contract the dia¬ 
phragm also inhibited the heart. 

If a current, by no means as strong as that frequently 
used in cases of suspended animation, produces such a pro¬ 
found effect upon the heart of a moderately anaesthetized 
dog, its effect upon a heart already overburdened by a con¬ 
gestion or depression would be disastrous. 

It would seem probable that in those cases where the 
use of electricity has been resorted to, the return to life has 
been the result of reflex stimulations rather than a direct 
effect on the phrenic nerves. On the contrary, the striking 
effect upon the heart, shown by tracings, suggests the 
thought that improper application of electricity may in the 
past have been an important factor in determining a fatal 
issue.” 

“ The observations of these gentlemen fully confirm 
those of Dr. Griswold, and are fully endorsed by us. 

We regret exceedingly that Dr. Griswold’s most excel¬ 
lent paper had not been known to these gentlemen in help¬ 
ing them to quick decision as to the dangerous effects of 
galvanism in cases of suspended animation. 


THE PROPOSED NEW LUNACY LAW FOR NEW 
YORK STATE. 

It will be remembered that, at the last meeting of the 
New York legislature, a lunacy bill was introduced which 
contained a number of sweeping reforms.' The bill origi¬ 
nated in a committee of the National Conference of Chari¬ 
ties, and was engineered through the legislature by Mr. 
Gallup. It failed, however, to become law through the 
neglect of the Governor to affix his signature. 

The same bill—with, we believe, no modification—is to 
be reintroduced at the coming session; and we desire, there¬ 
fore, to call the attention of alienists in particular to some 
of the features which embody great improvements or impor- 



